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It feels good to be back! Fourteen years
after sending my last issue of The Home
Handyman to the printers, | am back in
the editor’s role and | couldn’t be happier.

However, so much has changed...

In 2005, your cell phone was just that
—a phone. You called people, you sent
an SMS and you took fuzzy photos on
a 1-megapixel camera. Nowadays,
well, your phone is an essential part of
everyday life, an incredibly technical
piece of equipment which has replaced the alarm clock, diary,
map book, CD collection and video camera we used in 2005.

And it’s not just the technology that has changed. In South Africa, we have
our fourth president in 14 years, and in America, Donald Trump (imagine

saying that in 2005..
W. Bush, who was in office in 2005, to become the American president.

.) succeeded Barack Obama who succeeded George

Climate change is an accepted reality, and Facebook (which was only
founded in 2004) along with a host of other social media sites and apps,
has changed the way people connect and interact with each other. The next
step? Artificial intelligence and virtual reality — two concepts which were
merely the fodder for sci-fi films in the early 2000s.

Imagine trying to explain to somebody in 2005 what Bitcoin is? And how
Uber has changed the way so many travel? Or how a family, who are
famous for being famous, somehow became amongst the most influential
people in the world (I'm looking at you, the Kardashians). Despite all this
change, DIY, however, is still the same. Yes, the power tools have better
ergonomics, additional features and longer battery life, but the simple joy
of creating something with your own hands, or fixing something yourself
without having to pay someone else to do it, is the same.

Fittingly then, this issue of The Home Handyman deals with solutions to
common household problems. We feature an article to help you deal with
all those nagging problems around the home which tend to accumulate
over time, including cracks in the wall, leaking taps, leaking toilets, sagging
cupboard doors and so much more. Elsewhere, Denis Lock explains how to
use your woodworking skills to hang bathroom fittings and another article
explains the ins and outs of waterproofing your roof.

I hope you enjoy the read, and if the feedback we received at The Home
Handyman stand at the recent Hobby-X Joburg show is anything to go by,
readers are delighted to have the magazine back. We encourage you to
share your ideas, projects and thoughts with us so that we can continue to
grow from strength to strength.

Enjoy,

a5
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OFF THE SHELF

Your guide to the latest products in the world of DIY

Professional sawing

Powerful high-torque motors for maximum
sawing power and rapid work progress

It is not just robustness and durability that matter when sawing in timber
construction, but also performance, efficiency and precision. Festool offers a
comprehensive range of saws for versatile applications for these exact requirements: from
circular saws with guide rails and cross cutting guide rails, to pendulum jigsaws, sword
saws, sliding compound mitre saws, through to bench-mounted circular saws for mobile use

and a huge range of drilling machines. Always equipped with powerful, reliable motors or powerful battery packs \ '
with AIRSTREAM technology for cordless versions.

With the HKC 55, HK 55 and HK 85 circular saws, Festool offers a powerful generation of pendulum cover saws with a flexible FSK
cross cutting guide rail system in three lengths: 240, 420 and 670mm. Both the HKC 55 cordless circular saw and the HK 55 and
HK 85 circular saws can be combined with the FSK cross cutting guide rails. A quick fastener makes it possible to quickly connect
and disconnect circular saws and cross cutting guide rails. Uniform cross cuts can be made quickly and with a high degree of repeat
accuracy thanks to the adjustable angle stop for angled cuts between 0°and 60°in both directions — for example when cutting panel
materials, roofing boards, shuttering boards and construction timber to length.

With powerful high-torque motors for maximum sawing power and rapid work progress, the circular saws have been designed

for universal use in the workshop, on the construction site and for assembly. As the guide wedge is integrated in the spring-loaded
protective cover, it enables the user to make safe, unhindered plunge cuts. Both the cordless HKC 55 and the HK 55 cable variant are
ideal for series of cuts up to a cutting depth of 55mm. Meanwhile, the HK 85 ensures rapid work progress with its 2300W motor. The
ability to convert to a groove cutter for transverse and longitudinal grooves adds to its range of applications. The proven TS 55 circular
saw and the TSC 55 cordless variant are popular in the industry for precise plunge cuts.

For more information, visit www.vermontsales.co.za or call 011-314-7711

Chalk paint

Two new neutral colours added to popular paint range

Annie Sloan is widely recognised as the leader in the decorative paint revolution
which has taken the world by storm over the last three decades. Now Annie
Sloan introduces two new neutrals to the Annie Sloan Chalk Paint Palette 2019,
with the launch of Chicago Grey and Svenska Blue into the South African market.
Annie says: “Neutrals are the backbone of any colour scheme,” and Chicago
Grey and Svenska Blue are bound to inspire creativity. These beautiful neutral
tones work fabulously with each other as well as a base for other colour schemes.

Chicago Grey is a cool, fresh and modern grey, with a hint of blue. Suggestive
of the architecture in Chicago. A perfect neutral for industrial interiors, or muted
Scandinavian styling. There are very few Chalk Paint™ colours this new neutral
doesn’t work with. Here a scheme including Paloma, Old Violet and Louis Blue
works well with the pattern, stripes and texture of the fabric selection. Svenska
Blue is a traditional Swedish neutral rather than a French-inspired shade. This crisp and cool toned blue-grey is evocative of the
colours seen throughout Swedish manor houses in the 17 and 18" century. This design works with French Linen, Country Grey
and Coco which balances the warmer olive tones in the fabric choice.

For more information, visit www.anniesloan.com or www.chalkpaint.com
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Powerful jig saw

The Makita MT Standard Duty

Industrial M4301B Jig Saw is robust,
strong and powered by a motor that
produces a powerful output of 450W

The M4301B is truly versatile and able to cut many
different materials (wood, steel, metal and plastics) with
its straight cutting and three orbital settings. By fitting
the right blade for the job the saw’s cutting performance
is not compromised. An adjustable steel base plate
offers good blade support and makes for easy angle
cutting ranging between 0 - 45°. The blade holder
accepts B-type bayonet blades, fitted as standard. The
variable speed control allows the operator to adjust the
blade speed according to the material being cut. Depending on the type of material, up to

3 100 strokes per minute can be achieved. Wood 65mm thick and steel 6mm thick can be
accurately and flawlessly cut. A very useful stroke of 18mm is achieved during cutting. Weighing
1.9kg with a 2m power supply cord the M4301B provides the user with Simple Solid Power.

For more information, visit www.makita.co.za or call 011-878-2600

Limited edition measuring kit

A collectable kit for all your measuring needs

To commemorate 130 years of existence
across the globe, with 70 in South Africa,
Stabila is launching the limited edition 80AU
1889 Series Measuring Kit, consisting of a Tm
black spirit level, a 60cm yellow level, a 40cm
white level and a 7cm Pocket Pro, which is
ideal for checking electric boxes and other
small-space items.

The kit is aimed not only at collectors who have been purchasing similar commemorative Stabila
sets every decade, but is ideal for anyone who needs a full set of levels, from the bricklayer to the
electrician. Those fortunate enough to obtain the kit can also purchase a yellow padded protective
carry bag for safe and convenient transportation on-site.

It's a perfect gift for DIYers or those in the construction industry, whether just starting out or long-
time professionals. The 80AU’s precision is unquestionable, with a 0.5mm accuracy and improved
range. It is also made from a thicker aluminium than previous levels, making it more robust.

Built on a history of developing and manufacturing innovative measuring tools, Stabila has gained
a global reputation for accuracy and reliability. Uninterrupted success with a variety of technical
designs and patents for 130 years has seen Stabila maintain its position as a global market leader in
the spirit level sector, combining rules, spirit levels, and measuring tapes.

For more information, visit www.upat.co.za

See| yrtJur
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To advertise in
The Home Handyman's
Off the Shelf,
please contact Wilma
on 065 849 3264 or
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VOICE YOUR VIEWS

Do you have any thoughts or comments on DIY issues?

’ W,N:§A Share your

A Y opinion

The Home
HaNDyman

www.homehandyman.co.za

Send us your views, ideas and
opinions and you could win a
Makita M9203B finishing sander.

Send your queries to:
editorial@homehandyman.co.za or
P.0. Box 24938, Gezina, 0031

Please include your name,
physical address and contact
number (office hours)

'meE.! Ernie Pagel

V
= wins a Makita

M5802B circular saw

Prizes are not exchangeable
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The question always asked is, “Are you
finished building your house/holiday
house?” The answer is very clear —
building a house is never finished.
There are always changes that need

to be made for one or other reason.

In Afrikaans there is a saying, “Kan ’n
mens nie so of so maak nie?” This is
always asked by the wife, so my belief
is that a ‘mens’ is a man.

| was asked if it was possible to build a
room downstairs at our holiday home
in Dwarskersbos and, yes, it could be
done. | am fortunate enough that both
my sons are in the draughting business
and they offered to draw up the new
plans for the extensions that were then
approved by the local municipality.

In the meantime, local builders helped
us build the concrete foundation and
plant the poles for the deck for the
extensions. This was completed over a
weekend prior to us going to complete
the extensions.

With the help of my sons, we built the
deck that was also the cover for the
new room. | consulted a well-known
architect for help with the deck and
how to waterproof it.

Ernie’s DIY holiday house

-
S

The deck was built

in the normal manner
except for the flooring, where
weatherboard was the main footing.
The weatherboard was sealed with a
sealer and on top of this, fibre cement
sheets were placed in the opposite
direction to the weatherboard and
sealed again. With the deck completely
sealed, non-slip tiles were laid on top.

JN

The railings were completed at home
and transported to the holiday house.
The extensions were built with wood,
and learning from the original building
process, we completed all the frames
at home and transported them to
Dwarskersbos.

We first put all the frames in place for
the room, including the windows and
the frames which were cladded with
loglap wood to complete the outside
of the room. Only after this could we
remove half of the sliding door and
complete the inside of the house. This
was done over a long, long weekend.

With the outside complete, we moved
to the inside. The walls and ceiling
were clad with Rhinoboard and the




floor was covered with laminated
flooring. The cupboard was built in
Cape Town, transported and installed.

With the room finished, my eldest son
suggested that we change the stairs
from stairs with a landing to a single
set of stairs. They are a bit steep,

but still according to the minimum
requirements in the building industry.

With the drought in the Western Cape,
the lush grass had been reduced to
just about nothing. This broke my
heart and we decide to sink a well
point with the hope of finding some
underground water. Luckily, this was
reached at a level of only 2.8 metres.
A pump was connected and the water
pumped to a tank and from the tank
via a pressure pump to the sprinkler
system. The grass is a lush green again!

Thank you Home Handyman and Makita

Wow, look at what I've just received!
A brand new Makita orbital sander.

A million thanks to The Home
Handyman, Makita and Rutherford. |
will definitely add this to my collection
of sanders.

| just cannot wait to test it out and | am
sure that all the table tops | make with
this sander will come out just grand.
Thanks again

The pitbraai was completed and
during the summer, this is the place
where we all get together to braai or
just sit around the fire and enjoy the
tranquillity of the West Coast.

Ernie Pagel, by e-mail

Great job Ernie! Thank you for sharing
the story with us. — Ed.

James van Heerden, by e-mail

Looking forward to seeing more of
your work! — Ed.

Welkom terug

Ek was bly om te sien dat The Home
Handyman terug is op die rakke. Ek
hou daarvan om dinge self te doen,
en as ek nie weet hoe nie dan vind
ek uit.

Ek stel belang in toekomstige projekte
en wil graag die volgende voorstelle
maak vir oorweging.

A. My veselglas “splash pool” het
opknapwerk nodig: Hoe om die
verbleikte teglpatroon bolangs te

vervang, en soos ek dit sien eers die
onderlaag en daarna die teélpatroon.

B. My vrou vra asseblief dat ek die
T.V. kamer opgradeer. Gooi uit die ou
staan tipe eike-houtkaste en installeer
iets moderner. Bv. melamien tipe
afwerking kaste /rakke onder met plat
T.V. gemonteer teen muur. Dankie ook
vir al die raad.

Theo Pretorius, by e-mail
Dankie Theo — ons wag vir die fotos! - Ed.

Reader’s
projects

The Home
HaNDyman

www.homehandyman.co.za

AN
xR

Willing to share your latest
project with our readers? Send
a step-by-step write up of how
to make the project, along with
step-by-step photographs (at
least 300kb) and a picture of
the finished product.

Email projects and
photographs to:

editorial@homehandyman.co.za

Our competitions -
the fine print

Prizes may not be exchanged for cash. The
closing date is stipulated by the competition
box. If not stipulated, it closes on the last
day of the issue. For example: Jan/Feb 2019.
All competitions close on 28 February
2019. To enter simply e-mail your answer
to: editorial@homehandyman.co.za and
include your name, surname, address and

a day time contact telephone number with
your entry. Unless otherwise stipulated,
competitions are lucky draws and the correct
entry drawn on the closing date will be

the winner. The prize may differ from the
picture shown. By entering this competition
you agree to all rules and accept that the
decision of the publisher is final and that no
correspondence thereto will be entertained.
This competition is open to all readers of
The Home Handyman except employees of
THH, BB Print and employees who work for
the company that sponsors the prizes and
their immediate families.
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SARANIESY News, views and reviews from around the globe

Corobrik playing its part in looking after the planet

While many organisations are
scrambling to meet increasingly
stringent sustainability
legislations, Corobrik continues
to exceed expectations by
implementing advanced
technologies and forward-
thinking approaches to keep
ahead of the curve. One such
sustainable undertaking is the
rehabilitation of Corobrik’s
Rinaldo Road Quarry in
Durban, an area which is now
being developed.

“The daily effects of global warming
are now impacting the lives of people
everywhere, and it is both a moral
and legal obligation for companies to
implement green practices,” said Musa
Shangase, Corobrik’s Commercial
Director. “Corobrik’s overriding
principle has always been to minimise
environmental impact wherever
possible. This has seen us researching
best practices and techniques

worldwide, and investing in the latest
technology, all to reduce Corobrik’s
carbon footprint.”

Shangase said that in July 2018,
Corobrik’s KwaZulu-Natal and
Gauteng factories undertook
comprehensive certification audits:
“All of them retained their ISO 14001
(Environmental Management Systems)
and OHSAS (Occupational Health and
Safety Management Systems) 18001
certification,” he explained. “We

envisage that within the next
couple of years, our factories in
the Free State and Mpumalanga
will also achieve these
certifications.”

A sustainable production
process has resulted in a
sustainable product. The clay
bricks rate highly with respect
to their energy efficiency in
terms of thermal properties and
durability. “We have adopted
the ‘Good Business Framework’,”
concluded Shangase. “This programme
broadens the depth of understanding
and commitment within the business
from a sustainability perspective. We
will continue to research and invest
in lowering environmental impact in
production while creating an energy-
efficient product that benefits the
consumer.”

For more information, visit:
www.corobrik.co.za

DIY boom in the USA

The home remodelling market in the
US expanded by more than 50 percent
since the end of the Great Recession,
according to Improving America’s
Housing 2019, a new report released
today by the Harvard Joint Center for
Housing Studies. The report finds that,
as homebuilding struggled to meet

the nation’s growing housing needs,
spending on improvements and repairs
to both owner-occupied and rental
properties hit a record of nearly $425
billion in 2017.

“With new construction slowly
recovering from historic lows, 40
percent of the country’s 137 million
homes are at least 50 years old,” said
Abbe Will, Associate Project Director

in the Remodeling Futures Program.
“The aging of the housing stock has
been a boon to the remodeling industry,
with spending surpassing investment
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in homebuilding every year for over a
decade, and contributing 2.2 percent to
US economic activity in 2017.”

The steady uptick in house prices in
many markets and the aging population
are also driving increased spending on
home improvements and repairs. Rising
prices mean growing home equity, which
provides owners both the incentive and

the means to undertake more and larger
projects. Additionally, older households
have higher homeownership rates than
younger households, and many have the
resources to afford major renovations,
including accessibility modifications
that allow them to remain safely in their
homes as they age. Households 55 and
over account for half of all improvement
spending by homeowners today.




The end of 2018 marked the start of new opportunities for fifteen learners
from eMbonisweni and Hazyview in the White River region of Mpumalanga.
They had enrolled in MTO’s Silviculture Forestry Skills Programme, where
over three months they were taught the ins and outs of the forestry industry, in
particular, cultivation and care of trees until those are ready for harvesting.

One of the successful recipients of the programme is Faith Mbali Maseko, age
24: “Being part of the MTO Silviculture programme was one of the best things
to happen to me. | always loved the environment and nature. But attending
the skills programme gave me a chance to learn more about forestry, the
environment and how to take care of our environment. | love being outdoors
and close to nature. It gives me peace of mind. I've fallen in love with forestry
and will surely pursue a career in it.”

For more information, visit: www.mto.co.za

Bathroom shelves are back

The bathroom once used to be the ugly step sister of interior decor. Always
hidden behind a door, it wasn’t a room your host would invite you into when
showing you around their impeccable home. How things have changed. Now,
the bathroom is the one room in the _

home that homeowners are taking pride = 1

in by updating with top of the range ]
fixtures and glam sanitary ware. -

Just like the ‘shelfie’ phenomenon that’s
taken over Instagram, bathroom shelves
are now a thing to behold. You’ll find
thousands of Instagram posts dedicated
to the humble bathroom shelf — expertly -
curated to resemble something out of

a decor magazine. Maybe it’s time to

have a rethink about your bathroom? 1

e

May highlights on the
Home Channel:
The Home Team

Join The Home Team, Leah McLeod, Anthony
Scott, James Bawden and Julia Green, as

they renovate and restore a run-down 1950s
suburban home. With DIY tips, design and
landscaping projects, The Home Team will
help you navigate your next DIY project or
renovation, while turning this ordinary home
into a renovator’s dream. Airs on Tuesdays
from May 21 to July 26 at 7pm on the Home
Channel.

The lucky Hobby-X
winner is...

Congratulations to I.M. Ebrahim from Crown
Mines who was drawn as the lucky winner

of a Woodoc hamper valued at R1500. The
winning entry was drawn from the host of
entries received at The Home Handyman
stand at the successful Hobby-X show which
took place in March at the Ticketpro Dome in
Northgate.
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GET IT
FIXED!

Someone once stated that it's the small things that count. Wear
and tear on everyday household items is commonplace. The
sooner you address these issues, the less you’'ll need to do later.
All these repairs are within grasp of any competent DIYer. If you
are stuck, many hardware retail outlets will offer you free advice
on how to solve the problem and which products to use

Cracks in the wall

Cracks in the walls should not be ignored and the underlying
cause must be identified. There is sometimes a bit of
structural movement when new homes are built, but these
should be minimal if the structure is of a high building
standard. Expansion or contraction might cause small cracks
in the wall. Damaged plaster can also occur when items of
furniture or a stepladder bashes into the surface. Holes drilled
for picture frames, shelving or curtain rails may also need to
be filled once those items are removed.

If you repair a large crack and it reappears a few months
later, you may have a more serious problem at play, such

as structural movement. This can be caused by a weak
foundation or subsidence. Moisture and damp penetration

is another cause of failing plaster. Before trying to repair

the damage, make sure that you have treated the cause of
damp penetration (such as a leaking pipe or outside moisture
ingression into the brickwork). Failure to fix the damp
problem will simply result in further damage.

Preparing the wall surface prior to filling

12 THE HOME HANDYMAN | MAY/JUNE 2019

Applying the filler

Fixing a small- to medium-sized crack or hole:
- Remove any loose bits of cement or plaster.

- Mix the correct filler at the correct ratio as per the
manufacturer’s instructions. Check whether the product is
for indoor or outdoor use.

- Depending on the type of crack, use a medium to broad
flexible steel scraper and push the filler into the crack.
Make sure the filler is firmly compressed.

- Smooth off the excess filler. You can leave a millimetre or
two above the wall surface, as this can be sanded flush
later. Allow the filler 24 hours to dry.

- Once dry, you can sand the excess filler until flush with the
wall surface.

- Paint the surface with matching paint or simply repaint the
entire wall or room.

An acrylic sealer can be used to fill in any
gaps or recesses between the ceiling, wall and
cornices, as well as along door frames.

Mng gaps with acrylic sealant,




Blocked drain pipes

Every homeowner will have to confront the dreaded blocked drain at some point. As
a general rule, blocked drains situated at basins or kitchen sinks are usually easy to
sort out. However, if the blockage occurs further down in the main drainage pipes, a
specialist company or plumber may need to be called in. Roots or broken pipework
might be the problem, or else a compact blockage at a joint or bend.

The drainpipe underneath a kitchen sink or bathroom basin is usually made from
50mm PVC pipe. A rubber trap (either white or black) connects the drain to the
PVC pipe. A plunger can be used to clear the blockage if it is not too compacted.
Alternatively, chemical drain cleaner can be
used to loosen up any blockages. Some of
these drain cleaners are quite volatile and
dangerous, so always read the instructions
carefully and wear protective gloves. The
rubber trap can also be removed by loosening
the hose clamp (also called a jubilee clamp).
If the blockage is further down in the 50mm
PVC pipe, then a mechanical drain rod

may be necessary to reach and break the
blockage. These pipes should be accessible
through inspection eyes found on the elbow
bends. A piece of wire can also be useful for
unblocking the drainpipe but be careful that it
does not become stuck!

Worn flexi-hose

The flexi-hose is often responsible for another common household water leak. Each
side has a rubber washer and if these are worn, water can leak from the damaged
side. Very often, when these are fitted, they are overtightened and as a result, the
rubber seal can tear. Another problem that may occur is when the flexi-hose is bent
tightly near the ends causing the tips to break. Flexi-hose comes in a range of sizes, so
make sure you use a suitable length to prevent having to force it in position when it is
being connected.

A serious problem!

Frayed flexi-hose water pipe

A round hole saw was used to
access the pipes and the hole
can be covered afterward

using a fibreglass repair ki

Seal
sanitary ware

is ideal for sealing kitchen
and bathroom fixtures.

It is specially formulated for joints
around Kitchen tops, washbasins, and
bath and shower cubicles where fungal
and mildew growths tend to occur.
Den Braven Silicone-Sanitary contains
broad spectrum anti-fungicide and
bactericides. It is waterproof, resistant to
moisture and very durable.

It is easy to apply with an applicator and
comes in a cartridge, in a choice of clear
or white.

Den Braven Sealants
Do it right the first time

Available from hardware stores
www.denbraven.co.za
or call us on 011 792 3830

Please contact us for further product,
technical information and technical assistance

CooleAd 18218



Leaking taps

Dripping and leaking taps are a common household problem Regularly inspect and clean the spout filter to

that is generally easy to repair. The root cause is usually a remove accumulated grit and debris. These gritty

worn rubber seal or washer. These can be purchased from particles can clog up the spout and cause back pressure
any hardware or plumbing retail store. Taps (or faucets) come  when the tap is turned on. On most taps they are easy to
in a wide range of designs and styles and some of them might  unscrew using a shifting spanner. Once off, tap the gauze

be difficult to work on. Be careful of the chrome surface as filter on a surface or use a nail brush to clean the filter. Rinse
spanners and other tools can easily scratch or tarnish the off with water and replace it back into the spout.
surface.

N\ {
: Small grit and sand particles
spanner to grip onto clogging up the filte
i —

Leaking toilets and troublesome cisterns

A leaking toilet is usually the result of a worn or frayed rubber seal situated at the bottom of the cistern. It can be easily seen
inside the toilet bow| where a steady trickle of water flows down the sides. Left unattended, the wasted water can be quite
significant.

The flush mechanism inside the cistern can break or disintegrate after time and the entire unit may need to be replaced. These
components come in a range of sizes and designs, therefore make sure that you purchase a matching set that fits into the cistern.
These flush kits are generally easy to install, but the instructions on the packaging can sometimes be difficult to interpret.

.

e

A push-flush toilet showing the cister Time to replace a broken flushing mechanism -

-

” J /' '
S
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ime
The easy way to change the look of wall tiles,
Melamine cupboards and other smooth surfaces!

e Apply TilePrime with a brush or roller

e |t is economical & easy to use

¢ TilePrime offers excellent adhesion

¢ Clean equipment with water afterwards
e TilePrime is dry after 24 hours

e Once dry it is transparent

e Apply paint over TilePrime

¢ TilePrime is compatible with most paints
Do not paint kitchen work surfaces!

TIP:
/ For best results ﬁ
' clean surfaces

' before priming. SURFAGES

oA

REPAIR

TIP: CRACKS

Use masking tape
to mask areas you
do not want painted.

APPLY WITH
BRUSH OR
ROLLER

1 Litre covers + 10 n¥

Also available:

e AQUALOG © DRIKON e KONKLEEN e LIQUIDRAIN e PLASTERKEY e ROOFFIX ® SCREWGOO e TILELOC and more!
Visit our website for further details on all these products and how they make DIY easy!

5673 Ashak FP Home Handyman -May 2019
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_\Use spare tiles or a similar tile
- that will blend in.

BEFORE

Match the grout colour as closely as
possible to the existing grout
)

Cracked, chipped and broken tiles can really ruin the look of your home, but there
is also an added risk of water penetration into the tile installation. This could lead
to further damage particularly if the tiled area is outside. Replacing the broken tiles
immediately, helps to avoid this.

Before starting the project, check the surrounding tiles. If they sound hollow, there
may be a bigger problem and it is advisable to get professional advice. Ideally there
should be spare tiles saved from when the tiles were originally purchased, to be used
as replacements for damaged tiles. Alternatively, use a similar tile that will blend in
with the existing ones, or choose one with a pattern that can be installed as feature tile
to create a new look for your room. Use the original grout brand and colour, or as best
a colour match as possible to the existing grout colour to blend the new section with
the rest of the tiles.

7’
Using a grout rake, remove the
grout from around the cracked tile

T

Use a grout rake to remove the grout from around the cracked tile all the way to the
substrate. Carefully rub the blade back and forth in the middle of the grout joint being
careful to avoid touching the edges of the adjacent tiles.

Once the grout has been removed, cover the surrounding tiles to protect them, then
break the damaged tile with a hammer. Remove the fragments with a chisel, working
from the centre out to avoid damaging the surrounding tiles. It is also important to
remove any adhesive that remains on the substrate and make sure the surface is clean
and dry.

ﬁ'orkinj from the centre outii.
T S TTUA F

Working carefully, remove the grout that remains attached to the sides of the adjacent
tiles using a small chisel and hammer.

Prime the cleaned area with a slurry coat of latex-based primer liquid mixed with a
cementitious powder primer, to improve adhesion of the new tile to the surface. When
the slurry is touch dry you can install the replacement tile.
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Use a spirit level to check that
Mix the tile adhesive the new tile is level

Mix a small bag of quick-setting tile adhesive with a mechanical mixer to a creamy,
lump-free consistency. Wait for 3-5 minutes and mix again. When replacing tiles,

it is not always possible to apply the tile adhesive directly to the surface, in which
case apply the adhesive in a solid bed onto the back of the tile, ensuring complete
coverage. Gently trace the notched side of a floor trowel through the adhesive to
create ‘ridges’.

Position the tile in place, pressing down firmly. Use a spirit level to check that the face :
of the replacement tile is flush with the surrounding tiles. Scrape any excess adhesive
out of the joints between the tiles before the adhesive dries and allow to dry for at =
least 6-8 hours before grouting.

¥
" Apply grout to fill the grou
- " ®joints completely-%
W

Use a 2kg bag of wall and floor grout in the colour you have previously matched to the rest of the installation. Mix the grout
mixture with a mechanical mixer then apply to the grout joints with a squeegee, making sure to fill the joints completely.
Carefully clean excess grout from the tile face with a grout sponge then leave the grout to set fully before walking
over the replacement tile.

For more information, visit www.tal.co.za or scan the QR code to watch their how-to videos on YouTube

THE PROFESSIONAL CHOICE

THE SCIENCE
BEHIND
BEAUTIFUL SPACES

— — - —
= THE TAL MULTI-LEVEL SYSTEM ik I 2 =" pTEP 4
: PREPARATION PRIMER ADHESIVE ' GROUT
= FO R R E P LAC' N G C RAC KE D TI |_ ES Remove the cracked tile and TAL Keycoat + TALFIX 5kg + TAL Bond + TAL Wall and Floor
clean away the existing adhesive TAL Keymix 5kg Replacement tile Grout 2kg + TAL Bond

*TAL, *TAL Keycoat, *TAL Keymix, *TALFIX, *TAL Bond, and *TAL Wall and Floor Grout are registered trademarks of Norcros SA (Pty) Ltd. TAL FREE TECHNICAL ADVICE CENTRE: 0860 000 TAL (825) or taltech@tal.co.za - www.tal.co.za



Fitting curtain rails

Curtain rails can be replaced without Fitting the rails - Mark the position of the brackets and
too much difficulty. use a spirit level to make sure they are
level. Drill the holes, fit the wall plugs
and fasten the brackets to the wall.

- Depending on the length of
the curtain and weight factors,
o approximately 3 or 4 rail brackets will
- Electric drill with 5.5 or 6mm be needed. These must be spaced - Clip the curtain railings into the
masonry drill bit equally apart. brackets. It helps to insert the hanging
clips beforehand and these can be
kept in position using some electrical

What you will need:

- Wall plugs and screws - Measure the length and height of

- Spirit level the curtain and allow for some extra R b d
- Pencil for marking space below so that the curtain does UEfpre woliell €l [Elier o [erientsl
not drag on the floor. - Hang the curtains.

Fitting a curtain bracket clip

A piece of tape will prevent the sliding clips from . !
falling off when fitting the curtain rai Attaching the curtain to the rail

Ll

The essential home toolbox

Every DIYer should have a well-stocked home toolbox, - Medium-sized spirit level
but if you're a first time DIYer, here is a list of essential

- 5m steel measuring tape
tools that will see you through most repair jobs:

- Electric drill with assorted drill bits
- Claw hammer - invest in quality and make sure the handle
istsolidland!headiwelllbalanced: The tools mentioned will see you through most basic

. Hacksaw with assorted blades. DIY jobs, however, some useful additions include:

- Utility knife with adjustable blade settings (commonly + Cordless drill/driver with set of different heads

referred to as a Stanley knife). Again — invest in quality. - Pop-riveter
- At least five screwdrivers — small and medium Philips or - Wire strippers
star-headed and small, medium and large flat headed. - Set of flat spanners
- Shifting spanner - Ratchet spanner
- Pliers and socket set
- Side-cutter - Hot glue gun
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WOODWORKING

Mobile laptop stand

One of our reader’s shares his solution to a common problem: !
| creating a neat and tidy space to work at and store your laptop |

Cutting list
f. Two upright legs (pillars) —
600 x 90 x 20mm

¢ - Two cross base stands —
¢ 350 x65x30mm

i . One cross member —
550 x 110 x 18mm

: . Two table top mounts —
360 x 55 x 20mm

: - One melamine table top -
¢ 660 x 500 x 1T6mm

---------------------------------------------------

Consumables

- Sixteen 5 x 38 chip board screws
P Woodglue
: - Four 50mm rubber castors

- Four M10 x 30mm or M8 x 30mm
machine screws to mount the castors :

hen | became tired of packing
up and moving my laptop m to the uprights. Next, glue and fit the
table top mounts to the uprights. Drill

from the table every time

| used it, a stand similar to a PC stand After cutting and sanding all pieces to a the required holes for either the M8 or
became the option for me. The stand had smooth finish, | cut the rebates and cut M10 machine screws. Fit the castors to
to be easy to build and assemble and the round overs with the required router the cross base stands then apply Sand‘ing
inexpensive as well. In this case | had bits. sealer and allow to dry. When the unit

is dry, sand it again with fine 180 or 200
Glue and fit the upright legs to the base grit sandpaper. Finally wipe with a cloth
stands then glue and fit the cross member  dipped in thinners and apply varnish.

plenty of ash around, which is nice to
work and looks beautiful when polished
or varnished.

The components for the project Fitting the legs, base and cross member The table top mounts in place

THE HOME HANDYMAN | MAY/JUNE 2019 19



Glungan Mlnlun

The/Chinese manufactured range of Changan automobiles{offersicommerciallminivans) smgle cab
and/double cab Ilght trucks which can handle payloads of ﬁD@i@m But{before'we go any '5
further iet'sibe clear about one thing; these vehicles are wc}l‘kyh‘J}gand not luxury family cars.
Itjisian asset a tooI to generate income. =

] Technical specifications

Displacement: 1243cc

i Output: 72kw

: Torque: 119nm

¢ Tyre size: 165/70R14LT
Payload: 1 ton

Fuel tank: 40 litre
Overall length: 3980mm
Overall width: 1620mm

i Overall height: ~ 1890mm

Ground clearance: 155mm
tfirst glance the Changan Minivan
appears interesting and | looked
forward to driving the vehicle. It is
a small, compact delivery van with huge
headlights and high tail lights. It measures
almost 4m long, 1 620mm wide and
1 890mm high and has seating for five
people (of average size).

The Minivan, like the trucks, has a cab-
forward cabin, meaning that you are
actually sitting on the engine. However,
it was noticeably quiet inside the cabin
and we could easily have a conversation
without raising our voices. The cab-
forward cabin provides more legroom
and space in the cabin but nothing to
protect you against a head on collision.
Not that these vehicles are very fast

on the open road, but again, it is a city
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delivery van and has a top speed of
120km/h without a load.

The front cabin is spacious and

the interior is practical with all the
instruments within easy reach. It has all
the basic amenities needed and comes
standard with luxuries such as a built-in
AM/FM radio with AUX port and clock,
electric windows, air conditioning,
interior light, plenty of space in the doors
side panels and cup holders.

’

The two front seats are cloth covered
with enough support for your lower back
and have enough space above your head.
The back seat sits three across with a
metal divider between the back seats and
the load area which prevents items falling
over on top of the passengers (it can also
be used to securely transport animals or
as a security van).

The load capacity is great, and with some
clever packing, the back half of the cabin
can hold plenty of goods. The driver and
front passenger have large doors, while
the rear passengers have sliding doors
and the rear tail gate lifts up.

The Changan Minivan’s four cylinder,
1243cc, petrol engine has an output of
72kw which is adequate for most people.
It is paired with a five-speed manual
gearbox. The fuel tank’s capacity is 40

>> Hannes Lindeque*

litres which can easily cover a range of
over 1 000km per tank on the open road.

Driving experience

The seats sit quite high, making it
possible to notice any traffic problems in
the distance and made driving in traffic a
pleasure. On the open road, and even on
a rough gravel road, the vehicle behaves
well provided that the tyre pressure is
correct.

The steering is not powered and

requires muscle power to turn it sharply.
What impressed me though was the

short turning radius of 6m and how
conveniently the vehicle could be parked
driving backwards.

The Changan Minivan is available in
four different models with a small price
difference between the entry level and
top of the range model. The vehicle
comes with a three year or 100 000km,
warranty and Changan offers 24-hour
road assistance.

*Hannes Lindeque is the publisher of
The Home Handyman magazine

Resources

For more information, or to book a test drive,
call 011-668-0300,
or visit www.changansa.co.za



7o\  CARRYING YOUR BUSINESS
Mt FOR THE LONG HOLD

WWW.jmcsa.co.za As promised, JMC has delivered the first 10 Years of value and service

3 YEAR/100 000 KM WARRANTY

PAY LOAD

72 KW -\ GIEE Y

i ‘."._.‘Ir

GIVE YOUR BUSINESS A BOOST

WITH THE AFFORDABLE MINI VAN SERIES STANDARD'AND LUX

GAUTENG: CENTURION 012 660 1097 EAST RAND 011 915 8444 KEMPTON PARK 011 394 7908 PRETORIA NORTH 012 546 4503 SILVERTON 012 804 7077
WEST RAND 011 668 0300 NORTH WEST: RUSTENBURG 014 592 5400 KLERKSDORP 018 462 4041 KZM: ESTCOURT 036 352 3150 PIETERMARITZBURG 033 394 2595
PINETOWRM 031 702 7874 RICHARDS BAY 035 789 2655 FREE STATE: BETHLEHEM 058 303 5661 BLOEMFONTEIN 051 447 7042 WELKOM 057 050 0050
LIMPOPO: MOKOPANE 015 491 2855 TRICHARDT 017 638 0725/6 EASTERN CAPE: HUMANSDORP 042 291 0086 PORT ELIZABETH 041 484 1905
NORTHERN CAPE: KIMBERLEY 053 807 9403 UPINGTON 054 338 8833 WESTERN CAPE: PAARL 021 871 1317 PAROW 021 930 4613
SWAZILAND: 00268 2518 7867

T's and C's apply




ABRASIVES

The first step to finishing many DIY
projects is sanding. Whether you choose
to use a power sander or to sand by
hand, you first need to select the right
type and grit of sandpaper for your job

Make sure you select the right sandpaper for your application

andpaper is one of many different
S types of abrasives. Sandpaper can

be traced back to 13" century
China where crushed sea shells, seeds
and sand were bonded into cloth or
paper using gum. In 1921, 3M invented
a sandpaper using silicone carbide grit
and a waterproof adhesive and backing,
referred to as wet and dry sandpaper.

The use of sandpaper is not only
restricted to woodwork but also has a
range of applications elsewhere, such
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as for metalworking as well as levelling
fillers in ceiling panels and dry walling.
This article explains the different types of
sandpaper as well as the grit sizes.

Types of abrasive material

Silicone carbide and aluminium oxide
are the two most common abrasives used
in sandpaper. Chromium oxide is used
where very fine grit is needed and emery
(a dark coloured type of rock) is used

in sandpapers designed for polishing

>> Warren Schmidt

metals. Other materials, such as garnet
(also a type of mineral rock), are less
commonly used in sandpaper designed
for wood.

What is a wet and dry
sandpaper?

Wet and dry (or wet or dry) sandpaper

is basically sandpaper that can be

used with water or certain rubbing
compounds. It is usually used for sanding
and polishing of metals, as obviously

emy

M OXIDE
APER

emy
I}

LOXIDE

L
WPER 120

L The grit size and other information
such as sandpaper type are printed
on the back of the sandpape




sandpaper is easy to trim to size
ek

using water on timber could tarnish the
surface or cause swelling of the wood.

Grit size explained

The grit size of sandpaper simply refers
to the size of grit (abrasive material) used
in the sandpaper. Choosing the correct
grit size is very important to ensuring you
get the job done efficiently with minimal
wastage. How many times have you seen
someone sanding away for hours on end
because they’re using the wrong type of

- -
Custom-sizea sanapaper is available for most sanding machines,

sandpaper for the job?
Grit sizes usually range from 12 (very
coarse) to 600 or higher (extremely fine).

Grit sizes 60 to 120 are used for most
woodworking applications, but a

finer grit size may be needed for finer
woodwork. The letter ‘P’ sometimes seen
in front of the grit size means that the
sandpaper is graded in accordance with
the European FEPA Standard. FEPA is

the Federation of European Producers of
Abrasives.

‘ Sanding tips

- Always work in a well-ventilated
workshop, garage or room when
sanding. Wear a protective mask
when fine dust particles are present
as well as eye protection, especially

with belt sanders.

Exercise due caution when sanding
certain varnishes, paints and oils
which may heat up and release
noxious odours.

- Always be vigilant when operating
belt sanders and large commercial
sanders. The moving parts can easily
trap a hand or remove fingers. Some
abrasives can easily remove skin.

- When using machine sanders, always
apply gentle pressure and never force
the machine down on the surface.

- Select the correct sandpaper for the
job.

- Start with a larger grit size and
change to a finer grit size for finishing
work.

Medium-sized grit, in this case 60.
Scale bar in mm

| . 1 . i i
A much finer 80 sandpaper is ideal for
finishing on most wood types

A fine 180 sandpaper
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South Africa’s climate is often
unforgiving, yet there are steps
you can take to protect metal items

kept outdoors from the elements

Outdoor metal items exposed to the elements need to be treated correctly to ensure their longevity

C :onsidered the most durable material for outdoor
furniture, metal can last a lifetime if it is taken care
of properly. Most metal outdoor furniture, artwork or

fences are finished with paint, varnish, or powder coating

to prevent rust, and while aluminium doesn’t rust — which is

why it is recommended for coastal areas — it can still oxidize,

causing pitting and dulling the finish. Although protective
covers are often available for specific lines of furniture, resist
the urge to protect your treated metal furniture with a plastic
tablecloth, because it can trap water, humidity and heat that
could damage the finish.

Metal furniture is best cleaned with a cloth or sponge using
water and mild, non-detergent soap and wiped dry. Abrasive
scrubbers or cleaners should not be used as they can scratch
the finish, potentially exposing the metal to rust-inducing
moisture. For ingrained dirt, use window cleaner or a non-
abrasive multi-purpose cleaner.

When cleaning, keep an eye out for scratches or any signs of
rust, especially at the joints. Apply touch-up paint to scratches
to prevent rust. If rust or mould is present, sand the area
lightly using fine-grit sandpaper and apply rust-proof touch-up
paint. To remove oxidization from aluminium furniture, use a
solution of equal parts white vinegar and water. Avoid alkaline
cleaners as they cause oxidation

Rust tends to make outdoor metal furniture practically
unusable, staining clothes and looking unsightly. It is best to
attack rust early and nip it in the bud, or you can wait until
you have a full-blown war on your hands.
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If you're not into chemicals and you want to remove the paint
along with the rust, use a power tool such as a grinder, sander,
oscillating tool or drill to remove rust. A grinder fitted with a
stripping disc, grinding wheel, fibre or flap disc makes quick
work of heavy rust on large objects. But keep the tool moving
so you don’t gouge the metal. For smaller jobs, use a traditional
sander. To get into small areas, use a ‘mouse’ sander, an
oscillating tool with a carbide rasp or sanding pad attachment.
Whichever tool you choose, always start with the coarsest
abrasive. Once the rust is gone, switch to a finer grit to smooth
out the swirls and grooves caused by the coarse grit. For the
smoothest paint job, finish sanding with 400-grit wet/dry paper.

If you prefer the chemical route, note that rust remover
chemicals contain either phosphoric or hydrochloric acid

to dissolve the rust. They’re harsh chemicals that give off
intense fumes, so suit up with rubber gloves, goggles and a
respirator. Apply the chemicals with a paintbrush and wait the
recommended time for the chemicals to work. A tooth brush
can be used for those hard-to-reach spots. Then scrape off the
liquefied rust. You won't get it all in a single step — count on
multiple applications to completely remove heavy rust build-
up. Consider a gel formula when removing rust on vertical
surfaces as it will cling better and result in less runoff.

There are, however, newer non-toxic and acid-free soaking
so