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Our plastic planet – why we need to recycle plastic waste

 
Step-by-step:

Paint a bathroom vanity
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Volkswagen Amarok.
Greatest load capacity.

Driving through the river
instead of taking the bridge?
Amarok can. Now with an 8-speed
automatic gearbox. 

McCarthy Volkswagen  Wonderboom
Cell: 083 488 8529, Tel: 012 567 9345
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Vehicles



CONTENTS FEATURES
12 Secure your home
Find your home’s weak spots

18 Electric fences 
Know the legislation

20 Safes
Choose the right safe for valuables

22 Metalworking
André Gous redesigns a driveway gate

25 Windows
Remove and replace a broken window pane 

26 Outdoor 
The right braai for your lifestyle

30 Environmental
Kim Roberts reports on plastic recycling

32 Solutions 
Q & A on plumbing and water problems

35 Gardening 
Care for your gardening tools 

36 Swimming pools
How to change your pool filter sand

39 Maintenance
Spring-clean your garage

40 Painting
Catherine Reimers glazes a bathroom vanity

44 Electronics
Kin Le Roux makes a motion sensor

48 Personality 
Meet woodworker Ronnie Searle

50 Young DIY’er 
Cindy Le Roux makes the Googly-eye Toothbrush Robot 

�����������	
���	�������������������������

www.facebook.com/TheHomeHandymanmagazine

@TheHomeHandymanmag

https://za.pinterest.com/homehandyman/

The Home Handyman is published bi-monthly  
(6 issues per annum) by WJ Lindeque cc t/a BB Print 
(CK99/23366/23)

Address: PO Box 24938 | Gezina | 0031 | RSA
Office: 065 849 3264 
Fax: 086 234 5026
Email: editorial@homehandyman.co.za

Publisher Hannes Lindeque
Associate publisher Allan Swart: allan@homehandyman.co.za

Editor Gina Hartoog - editorial@homehandyman.co.za 
Feature writers André Gous, Catherine Reimers, Cindy Le Roux, 
Gareth Greathead, Kim Roberts, Kin Le Roux, Reuben Hart and 
Tobias Lochner    
Sub-editor John Badenhorst 
Technical consultant Denis Lock 

ADVERTISING REPRESENTATIVES

Wilma Lindeque 065 849 3264 
Email: advertise@homehandyman.co.za
Yvonne Botha 082 563 6685
Email: yvonnebotha@homehandyman.co.za
Ruth Schultz 083 583 5243
Email: ruth@homehandyman.co.za
Bernard Snyman 072-190-2824
Email: bernard@homehandyman.co.za

HOW TO SUBSCRIBE 

Email: subs@homehandyman.co.za
Fax: 086 234 5052
Digital subscriptions www.mysubs.co.za
Online www.homehandyman.co.za

Layout & design dee@stormdeezigns.co.za
Printing House of Print | 011 474 8750
Distribution Republican News Agency | 011 248 3536

About The Home Handyman magazine:
The Home Handyman magazine is a specialized D.I.Y. publication and caters for a 
well-defined niche market since November 1993. The magazine equips its ever-
growing readership with relevant D.I.Y. information, knowledge and skills.

The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the publisher 
or its agents. While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the contents of 
this magazine, neither the editor nor the publisher can be held responsible for any 
omissions or errors. Images used are for illustration purposes and are not endorsed 
by The Home Handyman. Every care has been taken to ensure that all the information 
and projects presented in this publication are accurate, reliable and safe. It should 
be noted, however, that the ideas for design and product use are presented as 
suggestions only! The editor strongly advises that the reader check local by-laws 
and consult a qualified professional before undertaking any project and cannot be 
held responsible for any loss, damage, injury or death resulting from any information 
contained here.

Copyright: The Home Handyman, 1994. Copyright is expressly reserved and no part 
of this magazine may be reproduced or transmitted, in part or whole, in any form or 
by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording or any 
information storage or retrieval system without prior permission of the publisher. All 
enquiries regarding editorial correspondence, manuscripts and photographs should 
be directed to the editor.

www.homehandyman.co.za



REGULARS
6 Off the shelf
All the latest products for the DIY’er

8 Voice your views 
Your chance to air an opinion

10 DIY matters
News, views and reviews from around the globe

43 Bright ideas
Readers share their innovative time-and-space saving DIY ideas

52 Ask our experts
Your DIY queries answered by our panel of experts

54 A Woodworker’s diary
Denis Lock continues his discussion on mouldings

58 Woodworker’s corner
Choose the right workbench

61 Showcase
Woodworkers showcase their projects

64 Tailpiece 
Reuben ‘The Screwman’ Hart loses his car keys

36

������������	
���	������������������������

Competitions & giveaways
8    Win a Makita MT M9203B Finishing 

Sander

11  Win double tickets to the Pretoria 
Homemakers Expo

43  Win a Tork Craft Mini Rotary Tool from 
Vermont Sales

52  Win product gift hampers from A.Shak

39

40 50



Put a plan in place 
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OFF THE SHELF
Your guide to the latest products in the world of DIY

Lightweight 
trimmer  
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Compact DIY 
drill/driver 
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Save 
backwash 

water
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Bevel edge 
chisels
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Bright paint 
for crafters 
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No more 
throbbing 
thumbs

�!����"�����2�"��% �!�
�#��%"��	�#���++�#����"�#$�
���%$�F!�,��&�"�� (�
*��
� �!%$#�$�)��!#$�$#�+��������
��3�$�#����$(����!����"�
+#��%"�� �#�$�# ���2���$�
� '��# #�#$�$��!��"#$3��&�
'���0# 0��!��2����+��$��"�� '�
(�%"�&# 0�"$�# ��!��+"���$$)

�!����"�����2�"��% �!�
�#��%"��	�#���++�#����"�
!�$�/�� �'�$#0 �'�2#�!�� �
�5�� '�'�$�&��(�!� '������
"�'%����!��"#$3��&�# 6%"#�$)��(�
90��'/(�1�����!�$���!"�//# 0�
�!%�/$�� '�9!����1�����!��
/��%�#&%��+#��%"�$��!���(�%1,��
/�� �2� �# 0����+%��%+�&�"��!��
+�$��$#5��� �!$J

�!����"�����2�"��% �!�
�#��%"��	�#���++�#����"�����$�
$�� '�"'�2#�!��2��,���#��%"��
	�#�$)��''#�#� ����#��%"�$�
	�#�$��"���,�#��/���# ��!"���
'#&&�"� ��$#<�$�� '��� �/��
�� ,� #� ��(�$��"�'�# $#'���!��
!� '����&��!#$�����)��,�#��/���
�����$��!�"'2�"��� '�"���#��
$��"�$� ��#� 2#'�)

8�"���"��# &�"���#� G�
H#$#��222)+�"��+"�'%��$)��)<��
�"���������FBBBFA?���

Primers for 
tiling
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To advertise in  
The Home Handyman’s 

Off the Shelf, 
please contact Wilma 
on 065 849 3264 or 

email:  
advertise@homehandy.co.za 

www.homehandyman.co.za

See your 
product 
in this 
space!
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VOICE YOUR VIEWS
Do you have any thoughts or comments on DIY issues?
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Calling all woodworkers 

*�!�,��/�� ���"��'�"�� '�$%/$�"#/�"�
�&��!#$���0�<# ��&�"��� (�(��"$)�
��2�,�"-�*� �2�2� ������� 0"��%�����
��  �$�� '��#����� '��!�#"�����1$�
'��#$#� ����"�F��% �!��!#$�2� '�"&%��
��0�<# �)�# ����!��'#$�� �# %� ���
�&��!��������� '(�� �*�!�,��/�� �
���3# 0�&�"���"�+������ �-�/%���!�"��

2�$�"����(� ��!# 0�������+�"��#��2#�!)�
��$-��!�"���"���������&�0�#�<(���0�<# �$�
� ��!����"3��-�/%���!���� �� ��'#'� ���
"����(�# ��"�$����)�*�2#$!�(�%����� 0�
� '�,�"(�$%���$$&%��"�/#"�!J

�������������
������������
D4"���� �2$-�K���$)��!� 3�(�%�&�"�
(�%"�$%++�"�)�F��'E)�

Celebrating a rebirth

Share your 
opinionWIN

Send your queries to:
editorial@homehandyman.co.za or 

P.O. Box 24938, Gezina, 0031

Please include your name,  
physical address and contact 
number (office hours) 

Send us your views, ideas and 

opinions and you could win a 

Makita MT M9203B Finishing 

Sander. 

Prizes are not exchangeable

WINNING
LETTER

Hennie 
Ackermann

wins a 6-issue subscription 

to The Home Handyman 

magazine.

www.homehandyman.co.za
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On our Facebook page Reader’s 
projects

1

2

3

4

5

6

Step-by-step guide 

Willing to share your latest 

project with our readers? 

Send a step-by-step write up 

of how to make the project, 

along with step-by-step 

photographs (at least 300kb) 

and a picture of the finished 

product. 

Email projects and 
photographs to:

editorial@homehandyman.co.za  

www.homehandyman.co.za

Tell the 
time   

Make something fun with your child 

and pass on some valuable skills as you 

spend quality time together  

o you have a youngster in 

your life? Take time to upskill 

your young charge on how to 

use tools and complete certain DIY 

tasks. In this first article, we make 

a simple clock using a decoupage 

blank, wooden numbers, paint and 

craft paper. 

 

The end product is 

attractive enough 

to put up in your 

child’s bedroom, but 

it can also be used an 

educational tool to 

learn to tell time

FAMILY

PROJECT
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Good reviews 
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SA’S  ORIGINAL

he Home

7de Laan’s Francois Lensley shares his DIY photo album

Step-by-step:
Waterproof your roof
Make a clock
Prune trees
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“Our day is so much better when 

we get to share the experience 

of working with the best tools on 

the market and when this benefits 

people in our community, this is 

so special. It was a huge success 

and certainly from our side a lot 

of fun.”
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Book chests for charity 
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There are activities on offer, 

from an exciting entertainment 

area featuring live music, a beer 

tent, and children’s play space, 

designed with families in mind. 

5th Anniversary for Timber Festival

News, views and reviews from around the globe
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New venue for Pretoria 
Homemakers Expo
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Power tool 
brand launched 

in SA
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Tips for installing a CCTV system

1.  Ensure that the correct cameras are used based 
on indoor versus outdoor use and take into 
consideration any additional environmental 
factors. 

2.  Position cameras so that they do not face into 
direct sunlight or bright surfaces. This includes the 
light reflecting off a swimming pool.

3.  The quality of the wiring may affect the quality 
of the final picture – joins should be soldered and 
well insulated.

4.  It is vital that the correct power supply is selected 
based on the number of cameras and the distance 
of the cameras from the power source. Use a 
regulated power supply to ensure consistent 
quality of picture.

5.  Avoid running the cables alongside power cables, 

as this will interfere with your CCTV image. 

 Security fixtures are designed to discourage criminals from  
 entering your property – but if they do get in, a good detection  

 system provides an early warning and external support 
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TIP! Connect floodlights with motion 
sensors to a 12V buzzer inside the home 
informing those inside of movement in the 
area. 

Are your security 
measures in working 
order?
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Driveway entrances 
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Wheelie bin warning  
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Even if you have an electric fence it 
should be supported with physical 

barriers like security gates and internal 
and external security devices like motion 

sensors and CCTV cameras
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AdvancedVac 20 Vacuum Cleaner
Wet and dry vacuum cleaner with blowing 
function and automatic on/off  function.
The AdvancedVac 20 vacuum cleaner is a high-performance universal vacuum cleaner 
with blowing function, and is suitable for wet and dry cleaning. The AdvancedVac 20 has a 
universal adapter that provides direct dust extraction when working with any Bosch Home 
& Garden power tools, and has a practical compartment for cable and equipment.

BoschDIYSouthernAfrica @BoschDIY_SA

Welcome to MyBosch
Your world for home & garden
Get three instead of one year warranty on your DIY 
power, garden and measuring tools from Bosch.
Visit www.mybosch-tools.com to register

3 year
warranty

www.bosch-pt.com

EasyDrill 12 Cordless Drill Driver
The most handy and user-friendly cordless 
drill driver in its category
With the Bosch EasyDrill 12 do-it-yourselfers receive a particularly handy cordless drill / 
driver, with which screwdriving and drilling projects in the home and garden can be done in 
no time at all. The keyless chuck for quick bit and drill changes, the ergonomic design and 
the low weight ensure comfortable operation. Thanks to the lithium-ion battery, the device 
is always ready for use, because self-discharge and memory eff ect are a thing of the past.

AdvancedImpact 18 QuickSnap Impact Drill
The all-round solution for screwdriving 
and drilling.
With the AdvancedImpact 18 and three matching adapters Bosch off ers for the fi rst time 
a cordless combi drill system for DIYers. Its fi eld of application ranges from conventional 
screwdriving to drilling into wood and metal as well as impact drilling into masonry – 
and the QuickSnap adapters make the tool even more versatile. If they wish, DIYers can 
combine the AdvancedImpact 18 QuickSnap with a drill chuck, an eccentric or an angle 
screw adapter, allowing them to work precisely even in hard-to-reach areas.

Intelligently controlled energy 
for every project.
The Syneon Chip intelligently controls energy 
according to demand. For perfect performance and 
endurance throughout the entire project.
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“electrified barrier consisting 

of one or more bare conductors 

erected against the trespass of 

persons or animals”.
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Keep it legal
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Electric fencing provides excellent perimeter security but 

must be installed and maintained according to legislation 

Electric fencing provides a physical 
barrier to keep burglars out – with the 
potential to cause an unpleasant shock 
should they decide to breach the barrier
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What should the homeowner be aware of?
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“There are different types of 

safes for different applications 

and for certain applications, such 

as the storing of fire arms and 

ammunition, or for overnight cash 

storage for insurance purposes, 

the safe itself must be compliant 

to certain South African National 

Standards (SANS) determined 

by the South African Bureau of 

Standards (SABS),” explains Gavin. 

“Special application safes such 

as drop and deposit safes, fire 

resistant safes and file and office 

safes are some examples of safes 

designed for specialised or niche 

applications, such as protecting 

important documentation from 

fire, or the secure storage of lever 

arch files, or a safe ideal for a small 

retail environment where daily 

cash-ups can be placed inside the 

safe without the need for the safe 

to be unlocked and opened.”
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Consider your 

needs, budget and 

the right location for 

a safe in your home 

Benefits of a safe
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Safe and secure 
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Project guide 
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Tools 

Materials 
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Redesign a 

driveway 
gate 

Replacing an existing gate can 
be very costly, so why not use 
the existing frame but change 

the style to suit your new 
requirements?

The original gate

NOTE: Your metal requirements will differ according to the 

size of your existing gate and style of the new gate.
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Step-by-step gate redesign
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TIP! I recommend that you varnish 
your wood every three to six months.

ABOUT ANDRÉ:
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If a glass window pane 

cracks, you can replace 

it yourself. The first 

step is to purchase the 

correct size glass. Take 

measurements of the 

frame, or better yet, 

take a template to the 

glass merchant and have 

them cut the glass to the 

correct size and shape.
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Glaze A TRAIL
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REGLAZE THE WINDOW 

Remove and replace a broken window pane 

�����������	
���	������������������������ �B

������



Every day you flush 
hundreds of litres of water 
down the drain when some 
of it can be reused to water 
the garden.

�M�
���

Let’s 

Turn a good braai into a great one with the  
right unit and fire fuel based on your preferences  

>> Gina Hartoog
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Braai with a French flare
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Don’t start a fire close to 

anything that is flammable,  

for example a thatch roof or  

pile of wood
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Fire safety around the braai  
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What wood is good?
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Good to know: Never burn tamboti 

wood or jacaranda pods.  

Conifers have a resin that gives  

off a bad smell and taste.  

Only burn seasoned woods.  
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Our 
plastic 
planet

QQ�=#����/�"�$

As plastic and its manufacture continue 
to overwhelm our planet, we take a look 
at why recycling should be a priority for 
everyone

Did you know?

Holland, India and Scotland 
are building roads from 
recycled plastic, making 
effective strides to solve the 
plastic pollution problem. In 
2015, India mandated that 
all road developers in the 
country use waste plastic, 
combined with bitumen, to 
construct roads. These roads 
offer a longer lifespan, are low 
maintenance and depending 
on the method used, easy and 
quick to construct. With less 
tyre resistance, they may even 
offer better fuel economy.
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Recycling at home
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Plastic recycling

Recycling type Material Containers Recycled into

#1 PET or PETE 
(polyethylene 
terephthalate)

Water, soft drink bottles, 
salad dressing, beer, 
vegetable oil and peanut 
butter bottles. 

Furniture, 
tote bags, 
polar fleece, 
new beverage 
containers and 
carpets.

 #2 HDPE (high 
density 
polyethylene)

Milk, juice bottles, cereal 
box liners, yogurt tubs, 
cleaning product bottles 
and some rubbish bags.

Pens, building 
materials 
or back into 
bottles.

#3 V (Vinyl) or PVC Shampoo, detergent and 
window cleaner bottles, 
piping and medical 
equipment.

Building 
materials 
(occasionally).

 #4 LDPE (low 
density 
polyethylene)

Bread bags, dry cleaning 
and plastic shopping 
bags and squeeze 
bottles.

Lumber, 
shipping 
envelopes and 
bin liners.

 #5 PP 
(polypropylene)

Syrup, tomato sauce, pill 
bottles (and lids), some 
yogurt containers and 
straws.

Batteries, 
rakes, trays 
and brooms.

#6 PS (polystyrene) Egg cartons, compact 
disc cases, take-away 
containers, aspirin 
bottles, disposable cups 
and plates.

Insulation, more 
egg cartons, 
take-away 
containers and 
foam packing.

 #7 Miscellaneous Sunglasses, nylon, iPod 
cases, DVD’s, ‘bullet-
proof’ materials and 
large water bottles.

Not often 
recycled. 
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From washing and cleaning to cooking and drinking, water is a vital resource in 

your home. We address some water and plumbing questions from homeowners

I’m having a solar water heater installed. Do I 

need any certifications for the work? 

��+�%�/# 0���"�#&#������&����+�#� ���D���E�2#���/��#$$%�'�
&�"���$��+�%�/# 0�2�"3-�# ��%'# 0G

�%"��G���%�/# 0�* '%$�"(���0#$�"��#� ����"'�D�*��E�

What is a stopcock and where can I find it on 

my property?

Q A
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What is a multi-detector or wall scanner?
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The drain outside my kitchen door is 

overflowing and smells. What can I do?
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I think our chrome-plated shower head is 

clogged as the spray isn’t as strong as it used 

to be. How can I clean it?
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After the recent drought across the country, 

I’m really taking water saving more seriously, 

How can I save?

� �

The basin in my bathroom fills with water and 

drains away very slowly.  

What can I do to fix the problem?



Get your tools ready for spring gardening 

GARDEN TOOL CARE
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2. MAINTAIN

3. SHARPEN
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4. CLEAN 
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1.  CHECK 

There’s no getting around it, garden tools are expensive but they’re probably the most neglected 
tools in the shed or workshop. Gardening tools are often packed away wet and dirty. Without 
proper care, they’re likely to rust and break and eventually find their way into the bin.  
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Get your 
pool 

ready for 
summer 
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3 signs your filter sand needs 
replacing
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Dirty pool filter sand may cause damage 

to your filter, pipes and connectors; so 

inspect yours and replace if required 



Remove the old sand
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Add the new sand 
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Poolside safety
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Spring-clean your garage  
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Plan now for better storage and a more functional space 

In a functional storage space you are 
able to find exactly what you  

are looking for
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PERFECTLY 
PAINTED Learn a new paint technique 

and give an old bathroom 
vanity a complete makeover 

�!�����+����'�,� #�(�

 Paint technique: glazing  
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CLASS

Paint for the bathroom 

A new wall colour can give your 
bathroom a completely new 
look. As the room is exposed 
to moisture, it is important to 
consider the right paint for this 
application – paint that provides 
durability and is washable. For 
bathroom walls, consider non-
drip enamel (oil-based) or good 
quality washable acrylic paint 
(water-based) which will allow 
the surface to be washed without 
scuffing or scratching. Paint 
formulated for bathrooms and 
kitchen includes built-in stain 
and mildew resistance. Choose 
an eggshell, satin or semi-gloss 
finish for a chic, modern look. 
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Technique and tips

Before

Stippling is to apply the paint with a 

brush and then to soften out brush 

marks by pouncing downwards with 

the dry brush.

�



Step 1: Give the vanity a good 
clean to get rid of any dust and grime 
before sanding. If there is still grime on 
the surface, it will clog the sandpaper.

Step 2: Using the 120-grit 
sandpaper, sand down the surface 
thoroughly. This will create a key for 
the primer to adhere to. Remove the 
dust from the surface and you can now 
begin to paint.

Step 3: Apply the primer using a 
sponge roller on the flat surfaces and a 
brush for all the moulded or recessed 
areas. Be careful not to have excess 
paint going over the edges and watch 
for runs or drips.

Step 4: Ensure that the primer coat 
is completely dry before using the 180-
grit sandpaper to sand the primer to a 
smooth even surface.

Step 5: Dust the surface again 
before beginning with the basecoat. 

Step 6: For any paint technique it 
is very important to have a very well 
prepared basecoat with complete 
coverage. The glaze for the technique 
has translucent qualities and will only 
emphasise any imperfections in the 
basecoat. For the basecoat, I chose a 
soft blue in Plascon’s Velveglo, non-
drip enamel. This will give a great base 
for the technique glaze, which will also 
be oil-based. If you decide to go with 
water-based basecoat, chose a paint 
that will offer a satin finish, as this helps 
the glaze to glide over the surface more 
smoothly and will help to give a more 
refined finish. If you use a matt acrylic, 
the glaze can be absorbed leaving ugly 
patches on the surface.

Step 7: Always remember to sand 
lightly between coats, but do not sand 

the final coat. You will need to apply at 
least two or three coats. The basecoat 
can also be applied with a brush and 
sponge roller. Once again keep an 
eye on drips and overruns. Once this 
is completely dry (for enamel paints, 
leave overnight to dry thoroughly). 

Step 8: Now that the vanity is 
prepped and dry, you are ready to mix 
the glaze for the paint technique. (See 
the box ‘Paint technique: glazing’).

Step 9: Once the glazing 
technique is complete, it’s time to 
apply a sealer. Sealing the surface is 
very important as there is moisture 
in a bathroom and varnishing will 
protect the paint technique as well 
as prolong the life of the furniture. To 
seal the surface, apply a hardwearing 
water-resistant solvent based varnish 
in two coats. Make sure that you use 
a good quality paintbrush that won’t 
lose hairs. The first coat can be thinned 
with turpentine by 10%. Once dry, 
sand lightly with a very fine paper and 
apply a second and even a third coat of 
varnish. 

Prepare the vanity

After having the couch in the bathroom re-upholstered, the existing painted 
vanity looked rather drab and in need of a fresh makeover. So the next step 
was to give it a new look - with just a little paint. 

Choosing floor tiles 

An old, outdated bathroom floor can 
ruin the look of your newly painted 
space. Tiles can transform the floor, 
leaving it looking clean and modern. 
A popular décor trend is the use of 
wood-look tiles for the bathroom floor. 
They offer the same pattern and depth 
of colour as traditional wood grain, but 
packaged as a tile that is waterproof, 
durable and easy to keep clean. 
Ceramic and porcelain tiles are two 
popular types of tiles for bathrooms. 
Consider mosaics for a shower floor or 
a basin splash back.

Ceramic tiles  
Ceramic tiles are a popular choice 
for the bathroom or kitchen. They are 
hard-wearing and easy to clean, both 
properties which make them a popular 
choice for these areas. Ceramic tiles are 
suitable for work tops, floors or walls. 

Porcelain tiles 
Porcelain tiles are also ceramic tiles, 
but the clay used to produce porcelain 
tiles is denser and the tiles are baked at 
higher temperatures for a longer time 
period. The extended drying period 
makes the tile harder and denser, with 
a low water absorption rate (less that 
0.5%). Porcelain tiles are easy to clean 
and less unlikely to stain. They can be 
used for floor or wall tiles. One of the 
biggest advantages of porcelain tiles 
is their extreme durability and high 
quality, making them suitable for any 
area in your home that takes extra 
traffic.  

Tools and materials 

To prepare the vanity you will need:

•		Drop	sheets	

•		180	and	120-grit	sandpaper

•		Universal	undercoat/water-based	
all-purpose primer

•		Turpentine

•		Sponge	roller

•		75mm	and	50mm	good	quality	
brushes

•		Non-drip	enamel/eggshell	enamel	
for the basecoat
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Perfect parking 
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Broken pot lid
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Size a spanner 

BRIGHT IDEAS
Readers share their time-saving, space-saving  

or innovative ideas

Share your ideas!

        A Tork 
Craft Mini 
Rotary Tool 

with 72-pc 
Accessory Kit and 
Flexible Shaft from 
Vermont Sales

WIN

Send your bright ideas to:
editorial@homehandyman.co.za 
with ‘Bright Ideas’ in the subject 
line or PO Box 24938, Gezina, 0031

Please include your name, physical 

address and a contact number (office 

hours). You may also include a 

photograph (300kb) of your bright idea 

(where applicable).

Please note: Winners’ prizes may take up to six 
weeks for delivery and are sent by the prize 
sponsor. Prizes are not exchangeable. 
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Two handy tips 

Burn 
protection
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Savvy
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sensor
Materials required 

Project guide 
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Build a super microwave movement sensor that is able to detect  
movement through ceiling boards, plastic cases and even wood
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Never connect the positive to one 
relay connection terminal and the 

negative to another terminal or this 
will create a short circuit

RESOURCES



We at BosKoors   are inviting all avid young anglers between the ages of  

Venue: Boskoors Farm, 30km North of Pretoria on the Moloto Road.

Bookings are essential!

We have limited spots available as we like to keep the number of campers at 
a minimum, to ensure that every child gets the necessary individual attention 

and guidance.

Please call Wilma on 065 849 3264 or 083 306 2718 to book 
your spot. For more information visit www.sabass.com or 
e-mail wilma@sabass.com

years to join us for loads of fun and adventure.7-16

09 - 15 December 2018
Boskoors Adventure Camp
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high tech 
Hands-on to

Former diesel mechanic, Ronnie Searle of 
Empangeni, is a woodwork hobbyist with 
his own CNC machine 
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>> Kim Roberts 
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Ronnie’s top tips

����$3�'���  #����"������$!�"��
$�����&��!���!�"����"#$�#�$�� '��#+$�
 ��'�'�&�"�$%���$$&%��2��'2�"3# 0�
2#�!����+%��"#$�'��.%#+�� �)��

%*������������	�����
N���0����!��� '�"�$%��-�(�%�!�,��
���+�# $��3# 0�(�2�"3�2#�!�
���$%"��� �$�� '���"�&%��'�$#0 )�
����$��%$��/���# �'�%+�����!��
�#��#���"�)O

@*��2�����	��
���������

��
���:

N�"�+�2��'��� �/��6�# �'�� '�%$�'�
# �� ��!�"�+"�6�������0#,��/��%�#&%��
�&&���$)��%$����"$��� '�����#3���!��
�� �"�$��# �2��'�����%"$)O

'*������:
���
���>�9��
N�����3��$%"����+"�6����#$�$�"�#0!�-�
'�$#0 �� '��"�����(�%"��2 �6#0$����
�# ���!��+�"�$�%+����0�%����0��!�"�&�"�
�!���+�"&����&# #$!)O

��  #��&���$��!�����0��'�/�$#��3 �2��'0��
�&�2��'2�"3�� '����! #����3 �2F!�2-�
��� 0�2#�!����+%��"��5+�"#� ����"��2!���
#����3�$�����5����# ��!��!�//()��!���	��
���!# ����  #��%$�$����$%"�$�'�2 �
����#�"���#��#���"�$�� '�2�"3$�# ��#�"��
$��� '$)��!��$���# 0$��"��,�"(�#�+�"�� ��
����/��# ��!��'�$#"�'�"�$%��)���%�!�,��
���3 �2�(�%"����!# ��� '�/���/������
'����# �� � ���� ��!#$�,�"(��5+� $#,��
2��'��%���")����!����!# ��!�$�#�$�
�2 ��� #��"-�� '�� ��"+"#$# 0���  #��
!�$��,� �$���%+�������"��� �!#$���"0��
���!# ��# ��"'�"����"������(�3��+�� ��(��
� ��!���%��# 0�+"�0"�$$-��,� �2!#���!��#$�
# $#'���!��!�%$��� 6�(# 0�!#$��% �!J

��  #�1$�&#"$��+"�6���-���2��������3-�2�$�
��'��&"���'#$��"'�'�3#��!� ��%+/��"'�
'��"$)����'��$� ���%$��$�&��+# ��2��'�
�$�#���!#+$�� '�/"��3$)���"'�"�2��'�� '�
+�(2��'��"��+�"&���)�����!��$�$��!���(+��
�&�2��'�����"'# 0�����!��+%"+�$���&��!��
&# #$!�'�#���)���$�"� 0-�/%���#0!��2�#0!��
2��'�#$�$%#��/���&�"���($)�

0������9�������
����

� ���2��'�#$��!�$� �&�"�� �#'��-�#��#$�
���� �'�� '�+�� �')���  #���!� ��"����$�
�!��'�$#0 �� ��!�����!# �-�$��$�#�����"% �
� '��!� �0�%�$�� '�6�# $���0��!�"��!��
$�+�"����(����!# �'�+#���$)�����#��$�
2��'�0�%��#$�%$�'����6�# �'#&&�"� ��2��'�
+#���$���0��!�"�&�"���$+��#&#��+"�6���)�
����+"�6���$�!�,���� (�+#���$��!���
��3��%+��!��&# ���+"�'%��)�8�"�����3$-�
�!��# $�"�$�D&����� '�!� '$E��"���''�'�# �
����!��&# ���$��+��&��� %&���%"�)�8�"��F
�
��",# 0��&&���$���HF/#��#$�%$�')��!��HF/#��
$#<��'���"�# �$��!��'�+�!�� '�$#<���&��!��
#��0����",�'��%�)��

���� ��(-���  #��� '�!#$� # �F(��"F��'�
0"� ''�%0!��"��"����'�� '����+����'�

����(���0��!�"�2!#���$!��,#$#��'�� �
!��#'�()��!���#�����0#"����,�'�/�# 0�+�"��
�&��!���"���#,#�(��$�$!�����" �'���"��
�/�%���!����(F��3# 0�+"���$$)��!���''�'�

��(J����!�%0!�!��2�%�'���,�����+�$$�
!#$�3 �2��'0��� �����!��&��#�(1$� �5��
0� �"��#� -�!��% &�"�% ����(���  ��-��$�
!#$��!#�'"� �� '�0"� '�!#�'"� � ���� 0�"�
�#,��# ��!���"��)

��  #��$���$�!#$��"�#���$����������&����
��"3��$�� '�� �8���/��3)��!� �
�%$����"$������ ��� ��!��/��%�(��&�!#$�
2�"�$-�� '��$3�!�2�!����!#�,�$�$�����&�
!#$�# �"#����-��5����'�$#0 $�2#�!���% ���$$�
!���$-�!��� $2�"$��#$�!#�,�%$�()��#�!�
��$�"#�%$�&���-�!��$�($��!���!��+��#� ��(�
$#�$�2#�!���!����"�� '�$�"�2'"#,�"����
&�$!#� ����!�#'� �#����!���J�

�����9�
�����������9�

��  #��#$ 1���&"�#'��&����!���� 0�)����
/�%0!����"%$��'-�$�"�++�'����������!�-�
'#$�� ���'�#�-����� �'�#�-����!# �'���
�#$$# 0�������+�"�-��!� F�$$��/��'�#�)�
��'�(�!��%$�$�#���� $�� ��()�

�!� �$���� ��/"�%0!����  #����
�!���� 0��F����&#5���/"�3� �$���#� ��&���
��"�'�$!/��"'-�!���!"�2�!#�$��&�# ���
�!����$3)���# $��3# 0�(-�!�����$%"�'�� '�
'�$#0 �'��!���#"�,� ��&# $�� '�+"�'%��'�
�!��+�"&����$���#� ����"�+�#"��!����")��

� ��!�"��!���� 0��!��"�����$�#$�����"0��
+�+�"��%���"�/�$���!���2�$�2���!�"F
'���0�')����!�'����'�$#0 ���&%""�2�&�"�
�!��/��'������+�"����# )����'#$��"'�'�
�!��$2���� �'���0�'�+�"��� '�"�+����'�
#��2#�!�!#$����!# �'�+�"��� '�#��#$�# �
�5����� ��2�"3# 0��"'�"��0�# )�

�!���0"�+!(G�
�""(����/�"�$

��  #�����!#$��	�����!# ��

�!��&#"$������3���  #����'��&"���
'#$��"'�'�3#��!� ��%+/��"'$�

�����������	
���	������������������������ ?I



��M	4�
*�1��

Recycle an old toothbrush and help 
your child build the Googly-eye 

Toothbrush Robot, a fun robotic 
project designed to spark interest 

in this fascinating field 
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Get the Googly-eye 

Toothbrush Robot kit online 

at www.botshop.co.za

FAMILY

PROJECT

Mini bot 

�����������	
���	������������������������B�



�%���&&��!������!/"%$!�!��'�

1

2

3

4

5

��%"���!��,#/"��# 0�����"�

��%"��� ���&��!������"�2#"�$�����!��
/����"(�

M$��� ��!�"�"%//�"�/� '����3��+��!��
/����"(�# �+�����

�''�(�%"�0��0�(��(�$�

6

����  �����!��2#"�$�

Step-by-step - a 
toothbrush robot 
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ASK OUR EXPERTS 
Our panel of experts answer your questions on DIY problems 

2 décor and craft 
paint gift hampers 
from A.ShakWIN

Send your queries to:

The Home Handyman DIY Queries
editorial@homehandyman.co.za or 

P.O. Box 24938, Gezina, 0031

valued at R550 eachSend us your DIY queries  
and you could be a winner!

Please note: Queries will only be answered in the magazine. Winners’ 
prizes may take up to six weeks for delivery and are sent by the prize 
sponsor. Prizes are not exchangeable. 
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Preserve an old door

Please include your name, physical address 
and contact number (office hours)

Our winning queries come from Christo Vermaak & Keeley Philips. They both win plumbing gift hampers from A.Shak.
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Boundary wall options
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Toddler room 
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Building plans
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Denis Lock continues 
his discussion on 

moulded edges 
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Moulded edges
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The humble workbench 
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Are you in the market for a new 

workbench? Consider these 

important points 
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WOODWORKER’S 
Showcase

Michael’s cheese board
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Showcase your work

Please send us pictures of your project.

Write a caption with your name, surname, 
inspiration, type of wood, etc. and send to 
editorial@homehandyman.co.za

www.homehandyman.co.za

�!�����'2�"3# 0��$$��#��#� ��&��"���"#��!�$�$��!�#"�
���'2�"3��5+��� '��"�&��8�#"

H� %�G�� �	�2���+���!���-��C�����#�#�����'-��
�$!����4�"'� $-��"���"#�


���G�� C�FA������/�"

�#��G���G��������?+�:�% G���������+�

Woodworking events

�����������	
���	������������������������ C�



�����������	
���	������������������������C�

Make a stylish ottoman

Construct a patio table

Revamp your bar area

P R O J E C T S   |   H O M E  I M P R O V E M E N T S   |   E X P E R T  A D V I C E

The Home

How to:
Install an aquaponics 
system in your pond

Build a foldaway workbench and shelves for your garage

That’s entertainment 
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+Insulation
The latest building regulation 
and R-values explained in detail

plus

DECORATE WITH PAINT 
& WALL COVERINGS

MAKE A CHILD-SAFE 
KID’S ROOM     

Natural stone 
        flooring
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Home Handyman
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Make indoor fl ower planters

Construct a metal shoe stand

Rejuvenate concrete fl oors

P R O J E C T S   |   H O M E  I M P R O V E M E N T S   |   E X P E R T  A D V I C E

How to:
Build a traditional style fi replace

Cutting tiles made easy with the right tool

R T  A D V I C E

Money saving 
DIY cabinets

construct cabinets   

for built-in cupboards 

hinges and handlesJU
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part 1

Enter the Maktec/Makita ‘Make a Kitchen Gadget’ Competition
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Garage door 
facelift 

SA’S ORIGINAL

R32.00 (incl VAT)

CONSTRUCT A WENDY 
HOUSE PART 1 +plus

The latest materials   
Doors types and installation 
Automation, safety and security

Restore your garage door
Revive your old metal or wooden 
garage door step by step

MAKE RUSTIC WOODEN 
PICTURE FRAMES 
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Enter the Maktec/Makita ‘Make a Kitchen Gadget’ Competition
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Jazz up your 
outdoor area

SA’S ORIGINAL

R32.00 (incl VAT)

Plan your renovation   
Creative trends and added extras 
Options for roofi ng, fl oors, storage, 
furniture, a fi re pit and a braai

Choose your boundary wall or garden fence

+plus
Create a garden with curves 
Terracing is a great way to give 
your garden the ‘wow’ factor

CAST YOUR OWN 
PAVERS

INSTALL DRIP 
IRRIGATION 
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Enter the Maktec/Makita ‘Make a Kitchen Gadget’ Competition
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Pretty pools for 
small gardens

SA’S ORIGINAL

The Home R32.00 (incl VAT)

Great ideas for compact spaces
Find your ideal materials
Choose a reputable installer 
Pool safety tips

Enter the Maktec/Makita ‘Make a patio accessory’ competition 

+plus
Make the most of your 
small garden
Save space, trick the eye 
and create a mini paradise

PRUNE YOUR PLANTS  

MAKE A GARAGE 
TROLLEYO

C
TO

B
ER

 2
01

4

 
 
 

N
O

V
EM

B
ER

 2
01

4

Recent digital back issues can be purchased on www.mysubs.co.za
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only R22 each
(for orders outside South Africa please phone for a quote)
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Enter the Maktec/Makita ‘Make a Kitchen Gadget’ Competition

The Home

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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Enter the Maktec/Makita ‘Make a Kitchen Gadget’ Competition
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Cosy 
fi replaces

+
How to fi x a broken 
window and replace 
cracked putty

plus

See the 2014 Maktec/Makita ‘Make a kitchen gadget’ competition winners

SA’S ORIGINAL

R32.00 (incl VAT)

USING GLASS IN 
THE HOME

MAKE METAL 
FIREPLACE TOOLS
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Enter the Maktec/Makita ‘Make a Kitchen Gadget’ Competition
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basin and bath

Bathroom 
makeover 

+
It’s Mother’s Day! 

plus

Fix a blocked drain with a little plumbing know-how

SA’S ORIGINAL

R32.00 (incl VAT)

MAKE A METAL 
‘FRUIT LOOP’  

A NEW COFFEE TABLE 
FROM OLD PALLETS 
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 YES! I would like to order the following: 
(please tick)

No. of copies ordered: .......................  x R22.00 each = Total R ....................................................

Name: ....................................................................................................................... ..................................

Address:  ..................................................................................................................................................... 

.............................................................................................. Code:  ............................................................

Tel: ............................................................. Cell:  ........................................................................................

Email: ......................................................... Signature:  .......................................................................... 

I wish to pay as follows:

  Direct Bank Deposit to: Nedbank | Sandton | Branch code: 197 005  
Cheque account: 197 076 4384 | Reference: “BI+surname” (example BI-Delport)  
Fax order form and proof of payment to 086 551 0749  
or scan and e-mail admin@homehandyman.co.za 

Send order form to HOME HANDYMAN, PO Box 67721 Bryanston 2021
or fax to 086 551 0749. For enquiries call us on 011 462 4815
Email: admin@homehandyman.co.za; website: www.homehandyman.co.za
.
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See our website for more recent issues
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Where are my keys? 
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Reuben ‘The Screwman’ Hart’s disappearing car keys cost him some  
valuable time and a truckload of money 
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Laboria
Arma Iuris (Pty) Ltd (established in 2005), inter alia 
renders the following labour law services. Our services, 
known as Laboria, include the following nationally:

audit of your business after com-
mencement to ensure that you have all the standard 

documentation and/or drafting of all the required 

Training on a national base to all your managers or 
nominees to ensure the overall understanding of the 

serving of the charge sheet to the accused, and if 

rights and witnesses needed.
disciplinary hearings at your desig-

CCMA, we 

the conciliation for strategic reasons whilst we begin to 

the GDPEO.

Union Negotiations.

Strikes
CCMA ruling for review if there is merit 

in doing so.

with regard to the following administrative and logistical 
matters:

 24 hours a day.
within 72 hours after 

we receive your request. However, if you require a 
shorter reaction time, it can be arranged in advance.

expenses and at the end of each 
calendar month, you will be informed of your usage vs 
fees received by you and how much money was used 

claim on your behalf on the following basic terms:

start of the case.

 2.  You followed our recommendation regarding guilty/

Cost - Our current fee structure is as follows:
R 35-00

R 500-00 monthly fee.  

different payment 
dates



The patented COBB cooking system grills, fries, bakes, smokes, boils and warms. This unique light-weight cooking 
system is  portable, simple to use and virtually smokeless.

the Cobblestone makes your COBB searing hot on the inside, the base remains cool to touch on the outside and 
can be picked up and moved around while cooking. Each part of the COBB is dishwasher safe and replacement 
parts are readily available in South Africa. 

Cooking delicious food on your balcony, in your backyard, on your boat or while camping has never been this 
easy. This is the future of outdoor cooking. This is the COBB.

Visit www.cobbonline.co.za or facebook/CobbSouthAfrica

COOK ANYTHING, ANYWHERE, ANYTIME


